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Rumania. Izvolski's new proposal to King Ferdinand
provided for mutual aid in certain contingencies in case
of wars against Turkey and Austria, and promised the
utmost possible Russian support to secure for Bulgaria the
great gains in territory once contemplated in the Treaty of
San Stefano of 1878. Article V of the proposed military
convention declared,
The realization of the high ideals of the Slav peoples
upon the Balkan Peninsula, so near to Russia's heart, is
possible only after a favorable outcome of Russia's struggle
with Germany and Austria-Hungary.98
The negotiations did not ultimately result in the signing
of the proposed military convention," but they are indica-
tive of Russian efforts, successful later, for forming a Balkan
bloc which it was hoped would help the Triple Entente to
triumph over the Triple Alliance.
Russia's Racconigi Agreement with Italy and negotia-
tions with Bulgaria and Serbia did not mean, however, that
she intended any immediate warlike solution of the Balkan
problem. They were merely part of that "preparation for
the future/' which was Russia's policy until she had
finished reorganizing her army and navy, and had succeeded
in winning more definite assurances from France and Eng-
land for support of her Balkan ambitions. During 1910,
partly through the influence of Germany, a certain ostensi-
ble rapprochement had been brought about between Russia
and Austria which for the moment relieved the tension be-
98 Proposed Russo-Bulgarian Military Convention of Dec., 1909;
Bogitchevitch, 115-121; Laloy, Les Documents Secrets Publies par les
Bolcheviks (Paris, 1919), pp. 52-58.
99V. Radoslavov, "Der russisch-bulgarische Vertragsentwurf von
1909," in KSF, IV, 272 f., May, 1926. The negotiations were continued in
1910 during the visit of Ferdinand of Bulgaria to St. Petersburg (c/. G.P.,
XXVII, 176, 183, notes). They are apparently referred to by Neratov in
a telegram to Sofia of Nov. 23/Dec. 6, 1911 (Krasnyi Arkhiv, IX, p. x^
1925), when he speaks of "our confidential proposal to Bulgaria in 1910.*